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Dear colleagues,

On behalf of the European Federation of Journalists and on my own behalf, | warmly
congratulate the Bayerischer Journalisten-Verband on its 80th anniversary. This
remarkable milestone reflects eight decades of dedication to professional journalism,
press freedom, and the rights of journalists.

At a time when we face disinformation, political pressure, economic uncertainty, and
increasing attacks on journalists, strong professional associations are more important
than ever. Throughout its history, the BJV has demonstrated that a steadfast
commitment to professional standards, education, and solidarity helps strengthen
public trust in journalism and safeguard its essential role in society.

The European Federation of Journalists is proud to stand alongside organisations
such as the BJV that understand that media freedom is a cornerstone of every
democracy and that no journalist should ever face threats to their safety,
independence, or working conditions. Our shared commitment to solidarity across
borders is what makes our profession stronger.

May this anniversary be an opportunity to celebrate all that you have achieved, while
also looking ahead with confidence. Together, we must continue to defend
independent, ethical, and courageous journalism, ensuring that future generations
inherit a profession that remains free, resilient, and committed to serving the public
interest.

| wish you a wonderful celebration and many more years of successful work in
support of journalists, citizens, and democracy.

Happy 80th Anniversary, BJV!



